Part III
Christ Church Today 1969 – 1989
The most recent chapter in the life of Christ Church began on February 1,
1969, when the Reverend Philip R. Byrum arrived and began a ministry that
continues today. Overall, these have been happy, productive years for Christ
Church as the number of communicants has grown to over 300. Many committed
individuals have contributed to this—so many that only a few names can be
mentioned in these pages—but none so much as Father Phil, whose warmth,
enthusiasm, and untiring devotion have won him the hearts not only of his
congregation but of the entire Albemarle community. Newcomers to Christ
Church often mention several things which have attracted them: the special
qualities of its rector, the fellowship its members enjoy, which spills over into
creative fund-raisers, its openness to all kinds of people from varied
backgrounds, and the beauty of its services. These, then, will be the focus of the
remaining pages in the history of Christ Church, though the story cannot
adequately be told without also mentioning more mundane, but crucial, matters
like finances and building campaigns.
The Reverend Mr. Byrum was serving St.
Michael’s Church, Tarboro, when Jim Harris
visited him and urged him to consider a call
to Christ Church. Jim told him that the
congregation was looking for a leader to help
them be what they could be—what they
needed to be. The search committee and the
bishop recognized the potential for growth in
Albemarle and saw a need for a rector who
would give dedicated service for more than a
year or two. Mr. Byrum accepted that
challenge and soon moved to Albemarle with
his wife, Anne, and infant son, Rob followed
two years later by another son, Keith. And
they did stay more than a year or two. They
stayed more than twenty.
Perhaps one reason Father Phil has
remained so long as a parish priest in a small
community that can offer him only a fraction of the material rewards and prestige
that his talents could easily command elsewhere is to be found in one of his 1970
parish newsletters. “It is autumn,” he wrote,
and things are bustling in the parish. I believe that our parish offers a lot
to us as individuals and as a community. I am old-fashioned enough to
think that the parish is still the place for a creative and rewarding
ministry. It is in the fellowship of a local congregation that men and
women can discover the reality of the living Christ and commit their lives
to Him as Lord. It is in the parish that we receive the continuing nurture
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of Word and Sacrament. It is in the local parish that we become the Body
of Christ and from here become Christ to our neighbors.

This is what he has always sought for and from the congregation—that they
should find Christ together and be Christ to their neighbors.
There is no doubt that many in the community see Christ in Philip Byrum. As
probably not uncommonly happens to ministers, small children sometimes call
him Jesus. He laughs and says, “Father Phil will do,” but an adult parishioner,
new to the congregation, recently commented that the children speak more truly
than they know. Parishioners’ love for Phil and for the community he has helped
to create is apparent through all the years of his ministry. In an article published
in the North Carolina Churchman in 1977, Helen Harris wrote enthusiastically of
the “balance of fun, fellowship, work and worship” enjoyed by the congregation.
Much of this she attributed to the efforts of the people, themselves, but added,
“Certainly it is all brought into focus and bounded by the love and devotion of
Father Phil and his wife, Anne.” In the senior warden’s report for 1980, Marie
Chivington concluded, “Three years as a vestry person and one year as Senior
Warden has made me more convinced than ever that Christ Church, Albemarle,
has the finest Rector in the country and our many committed members are the
most sincerely committed that you’ll find any place.” High praise for priest and
congregation alike!
The most recent testimony to the love of the congregation for Father Phil and
his family came at a surprise celebration of their twenty years at Christ Church,
held on January 29, 1989. Father Phil, himself, best described this event in a note
of thanks in the parish newsletter:
I thank you: for including our parents, sister/brother and their spouses
and children; for making this a day to honor Anne, too, for she is such an
integral part of my life and ministry; for the lovely gifts--cassock and alb
for me, beautiful pearls for Anne, and the ‘large’ [poster size] check for us
both; for the dozens and dozens of cards, notes and letters from across the
parish and the nation (Maine to Florida to South Dakota to California),
which took Anne and me more than two and a half hours to open and read
on Sunday evening; for all who went to the trouble of preparing and
bringing the veritable feast which amply fed us all; for those who traveled
to be a part of the day’s celebration (both our relatives and our extended
parish family); for the beautiful ‘Christ Church cake,’ lovely and delicious!

Over 200 people managed to squeeze into the little church and, afterwards, the
parish house for this occasion.
Busy as he has always been in the parish and local community, Father Phil’s
activities have extended beyond that. He served as director of the diocesan music
and worship camp for children for nineteen years, only giving it up in 1987. As a
result, not only have many children attended from Christ Church, but members
of the parish have contributed significantly to the staff. Mr. Byrum has served on
the Standing Committee of the Diocese and on the Conference Center Board of
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Directors. He is currently chairman of the Commission on Liturgy and Worship,
was a reader for the new hymnal, and is the 1989 chairman of the annual meeting
of the Association of Diocesan Liturgical Music Commissions for the national
Church, which helps explain the lovely services at Christ Church. In addition to
all this, he acted as supply priest to All Soul’s Church, Ansonville, for nearly a
year in the early ‘70s, and he was a leader in the establishment of the mission
parish of Saint Mary Magdalene in Troy and served as its priest-in-charge from
June 1980 to May 1987.
With all this activity, one might suppose that the rector would be a harried
man, rushing frantically from appointment to appointment, but he manages
never to give that appearance. He always has time for people, never hurrying
through a conversation. Of course, he pays for that unhurried style with long
hours. He is not a nine-to-five priest, but rather is on call twenty-four-hours-aday, seven-days-a-week.
In all his years of such unrelenting service, Father Phil has had only one threemonth sabbatical during the spring and summer of 1987. It is a testament to the
wisdom of his leadership that, though he was sorely missed, the parish did not
fold without him—though it had not had to function without a rector for more
than a month in eighteen years. George Reaves, senior warden at the time,
described the situation with a touch of rueful humor in the spring newsletter:
Phil has now been gone three weeks on his well-deserved
sabbatical. However, contrary to rumors, Christ Church is still
alive and operating and no major disasters have occurred. PRAISE
THE LORD! With the help of J. C. Baucom, Poss Wilhelm, Marvin
Aycock, Elizabeth Cook, Sonja Hudson, Jeff Covington, and Tim
Rhodes, we have maintained our 8:00 a.m. services and 10:00
a.m. services when we did not have supply priests available. With
the help of all parishioners, we will hang in there until August 2nd
when Phil returns. If he doesn’t show, I will personally lead the
search party to locate him.

No search was necessary. Phil returned on August 2
as promised, seeming glad to be back and
rejuvenated by his time away.
Of those people mentioned above who helped
keep regular services going in Father Phil’s
absence, J. C. Baucom, Marvin Aycock, and Sonja
Hudson are among the four people associated with
the parish in the last twenty years who have been,
or soon will be, ordained. Diane Corlett is the
fourth. She, too, filled in during Phil’s sabbatical,
but as a supply priest. In 1976 the 65th General
Convention of the Church approved a canonical
change that opened the priesthood and episcopacy
to women. Diane Corlett was the first woman from
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Marvin Aycock & Father Phil Byrum

Christ Church to take advantage of that opportunity. After finishing her seminary
training, she was ordained a deacon on 29 June 1986—the first ordination at
Christ Church since Dan Sapp was ordained a priest on 18 December 1953. A year
later she was ordained a priest at All Saint’s Episcopal Church in Concord. She is
now Rector of Christ Church, Cleveland, in Rowan County. Sonja Hudson,
another Christ Church communicant, soon followed Diane to seminary, and
tentative plans are being made for her ordination to the diaconate at Christ
Church in the summer of 1990 as she makes the long journey to the priesthood.
Marvin Aycock has also given long years to the pursuit of ordination, but not to
the priesthood. Marvin was one of the first to be ordained a vocational (or
permanent) deacon in 1988. The bishop then assigned him to Christ Church,
where he carries out the many unpaid duties of a deacon, while continuing in his
regular employment. And, finally, there is J. C. Baucom. J. C., though not a
member of Christ Church, became an important part of the life of the parish
when he served his intern year in Albemarle beginning in June, 1986. Like
Marvin, J. C. was enrolled in the Deacon’s Training Program.

Anna Catherine Ballenger

Another group of people who have served
Christ Church well have been the parish
secretaries. A complete list of those who may
have served in that capacity over the years is
not available, but a few names are recorded. A
1970 newsletter bids farewell to Marianne
Moore who was the organist as well as parttime unpaid secretary to Father Phil. Anna
Catherine Ballenger carried out many
secretarial functions during the 1960s and
1970s. The senior warden’s report for 1980
says that was the first year the parish had a
paid part-time secretary, Glenda Brady. Carol
Caviness is mentioned in 1983 and after that
Alison Ames Allison. Susan Parry took over in
late 1984 on an interim basis, and Sharon
Barbee followed her. Most recently the church
was lucky enough to find Barbara Bowers for
the position.

Alison Ames Allison deserves more than passing mention here. She was not an
Episcopalian when she began to work as Father Phil’s secretary, but she later
joined the church and became very involved in the life of the parish. She loved
Christ Church and was interested in its past. Had she not become too ill, she had
intended to write this history. About two years before she died, she wrote this
note of thanks addressed to her Christ Church family:
While my physical condition has gone through this change for the
worse, I honestly feel that my emotional and spiritual condition has
been changed for the better, thanks to the loving kindness I’ve received
from all of you. In the absence of severe trial, it’s all too easy (for me, at
least) to think of God’s love as an almost abstract sort of thing. We
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worship and give thanks for that love, but it has always tended to
remain more in the background of my mind and heart than in the
foreground. Now, despite my illness, I feel I have been greatly blessed
by receiving the direct expression—through all of you, of the sheer,
shining power of His love for all of us. Each of you, through your
kindness and caring, has reaffirmed—not only to me—the eternal and
all-powerful presence of that love.

It would appear that for Alison, at least, Christ Church was the kind of
community Father Phil believed it could be early in his ministry.
But sustaining such community requires more
than good will; it takes hard work on the part of
all parishioners. The everyday work of
maintaining and improving property, for
example, has to be done by someone. At Christ
Church, parishioners have usually shared in at
least two work days each year, and individuals
have devoted countless hours to keeping the
church, parish, and grounds in shape. Mowing
the lawn is a major task in the summer.
Sometimes it has been hired done, but usually
parishioners have taken turns, and most of
the time it has been kept up. To mention all
the people who have put in hours and sweat in
the last twenty years would be impossible, but a
few do stand out. A 1979 newsletter thanks
General James Glore “for his many odd jobs
Parish Work Day – Lou Hartley
around the church and parish house,” and the
contributions of Bill Comber and Jim Harris are frequently mentioned in later
newsletters. In fact, a parishioner who came to Christ Church while the recent
addition to the parish house was being built thought Bill was the contractor
because he was always there, hard at work.
Observing all these activities has been Kate
Teeter, the church’s nearest neighbor, benefactor
and honorary member. She has allowed
parishioners to store things in her garage, to
borrow her tools, to pick flowers from her garden
for the altar. In 1984 she gave the church some
property in South Albemarle to be sold and the
proceeds used for the parish house addition. But,
above all, she has been an interested friend,
literally keeping watch over the church day and
night.

Mrs. Teeter

Mrs. Teeter has witnessed a number of
improvements in the church, itself, over the past
twenty years. In 1969 a decision was made to install
air-conditioning equipment; the new Allen organ
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was dedicated on December 7, and Easter Eve,
1970, saw new carpet being laid. The Good Friday
service was held as usual but not the Saturday
service. Instead, all the pews were removed, and
new carpet was put down. Parishioners who came
for confession had to sit in the middle of the
carpet, but with some frantic activity, everything
was back in place for Easter Sunday. In 1978 the
sacristy was extensively renovated under the
direction of Becky Bradley. Original woodwork
from the sacristy was saved, and Jim Harris used
it to make a number of small profiles of the
church that were mounted on gray Masonite
boards and sold to raise money for the treasury.
Also in 1978 a new furnace was installed. In 1979
a columbarium was established in the churchyard
right outside the chapel area. Since then a
Father Phil playing the new organ
number of people have chosen to be cremated
and have their ashes buried there, In 1980 Helen and Bill Comber presented and
installed a speaker and appropriate cassettes to play hymns that may be heard in
the church neighborhood on Sunday mornings and special occasions. The vestry
established a Capital Improvements Fund in 1982 to help pay for further
maintenance and beautification projects, such as replacing the church ceiling in
1984. The most recent addition to the church has been a handicapped ramp
leading to the door of the sacristy, completed in the summer of 1989.
The rectory has also required maintenance and repairs over the years. A
recurring theme in vestry minutes is the question of whether such repairs should
be made, or the rector should be asked to purchase the property, or the property
should be sold and the rector asked to find a different house, etc. But so far the
decision has always been to make repairs and keep the house. Apparently the
rectory was in particularly bad condition in 1973 when the vestry decided to
borrow approximately $ 15,00 to make extensive repairs.
Another piece of property to be
looked after was Main Street House
acquired in the 1970s under the
leadership of Joseph Giglio, senior
warden. The house was not so much
desired as the property facing Main
Street in case the church should wish
to expand in that direction. The house
needed much work. The ECW held
work sessions to get it in shape,
individuals signed up to help, and the
EYC, in particular, worked hard on the
basement rooms they were given for a
meeting place. Some Sunday School

Work Crew at Main Street House - Gene Solinger,
Helen Harris, Phil and Anne Byrum

38

classes also met there. In 1979 the congregation helped turn the house into a day
care center, operated by Margaret Ingold and Judy McIntyre. This was a private
business, paying rent on the building. When the day care center closed down, the
house was rented as a private dwelling. Finally, in 1984 the house was sold to a
group of physicians, but the church retained the vacant property between the
parish house and Main Street as well as an additional fifty feet behind the Main
Street House.
One possible reason the congregation
was willing to sell this property was that in
1979 the house and lot located south of Pee
Dee Avenue, west of Miller Street and east
of the church lot became available. This
was the “Old Gulledge home.” The church
had wanted this adjacent property for
some time, and the $10,000 price for
house and land was quite a bargain.
Brigadier General James Glore, Ret.,
raised all the money by calling people and
asking for donations. The church did not
have to borrow a penny. Glore told Father
Phil, “I finally found my thing that I can
do.” The church was not interested in the
house so it was torn down and the fixtures
sold at auction. This provided a
comfortable amount of space for possible
expansion.

Anne Byrum, Fr. Phil and General Glore
at the Gulledge property auction

A Long Range Planning Committee was formed in April 1979, in order to
suggest proposals for such expansion. Some of the suggestions that flowed from
this group between 1979 and 1981 included an enlarged parish house, outdoor
recreational facilities, improvements to the existing church, and eventually a new
church to seat at least 250. Various architectural firms were interviewed about
producing a master plan to incorporate all of this, and Omnia Design was finally
chosen. The basic estimate for construction costs was $938,000 in 1981 dollars.
The full plan has not been implemented, and there are no immediate
intentions to carry out parts of it, such as the new church. Some of the suggested
improvements to the church have been made. This committee first saw the need
for a handicapped ramp, for example. They also suggested that the altar be cut
down in depth in order to permit the priest to celebrate the Eucharist facing the
congregation. A cabinetmaker did this to virtually everyone’s satisfaction. But the
real fruition of the hours of work by the Long Range Planning Committee was the
parish house addition.
Serious plans for this expansion were made in 1982, but the actual
groundbreaking ceremony did not take place until Sunday, January 11, 1987.
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Parish House prior to the 1987 addition

Fr. Byrum at groundbreaking

According to the parish newsletter, “Father Phil was first to turn the shovel,
followed by 1986 Sr. Warden, Helen Harris, and 1987 Sr. Warden, George
Reaves, and Bill Comber. Taking a turn next were parishioners present at the
1956 Groundbreaking for the parish house: Doris Gehring, Frances Harris, Jean
Ritchie, Bill Wilhelm, Jim Harris, Poss Wilhelm, and Mina Surrat.” Much hard
work by parishioners followed. They packed and stored boxes, painted rooms,
tiled floors, laid carpets, unpacked boxes and placed the contents in new rooms.
Most of the work was done by December 1987. The parish had more Sunday
School rooms, new offices for the rector and parish secretary, more restrooms, a
new kitchen, a parlor, added space in the parish hall, a choir room, and more
storage space. One of the potential Sunday School rooms has since been turned
into an office for Marvin Aycock and one into a lovely small chapel to be used for
weekday services so the church building does not have to be heated and cooled
during the week.
Of course all of this had to be paid for, and the church’s normal obligations
met. Making these payments has not always been easy. Prior to 1974, the “Every
Member Canvass” meant just that. Every member was personally visited and
encouraged to pledge. A questionnaire sent out in that year indicated that most
parishioners did not care to be visited so the practice was largely discontinued,
though those who do not pledge are still contacted. The church has never been
able to meet all of its obligations based on pledges alone. The records of the past
twenty years are sprinkled with letters from the vestry exhorting the congregation
to meet their pledges and to pledge more or face serious deficits. Usually the
congregation has come through, but extensive fundraising has also been
necessary. Vestry minutes for November 1975, point out that twenty-one percent
of the yearly budget came from such fund-raising activities.
Smorgasbord continued to be one of the major revenue-raisers through the
mid-70s, except for 1973 when parishioners were asked to donate in cash to a
“Non-Smorgasbord Fund” what they usually contributed in food. George Weaver,
in his “Friendly Chat” column in the Stanly News and Press, painted an
appealing picture of a cold evening in late fall as people stood in line to enter the
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parish hail for the smorgasbord. A kind of tent had been erected in front of the
doors to help keep those in line warm. Inside the entrance to the tent stood
Father Phil “shaking hands and greeting one and all,” his hands “encased in furlined gloves.” The woman in front of Mr. Weaver said her hands were cold. “Off
came the gloves from Phil’s hands and he told [her] to put them on. She did,
briefly, then returned them to their owner as she entered the door.” Mr. Weaver
then described the silver trays, large plates, and wonderful food, which waited for
guests once inside. Another year, in the same column, he wrote with admiration
of the congregation, which managed to “come up with an entirely delightful
occasion” year after year. “The members of Christ Church,” he commented,
“constitute a working group, or the smorgasbord could not be staged. It takes
work—plenty of it.”
Betty Watson continued to be in
charge of this work most years, though
Bill and Marie Hoff were smorgasbord
chairmen in 1974. Anna Catherine
Ballenger remembers making the
mistake of walking into the kitchen once
during the smorgasbord. Betty turned
around and barked, “What are you doing
in here?” A startled Anna Catherine said,
“I just came in to say Hi.” To which Betty
replied, “If you don’t have a job in here,
get out!” Poss Wilhelm remembers that
the men on garbage detail had to stand
outside the back door. They could not
come into the kitchen to get warm even if
it were raining or snowing. The only
person who could enter the kitchen at
will was Mrs. Shaver. Betty told Father
Phil that she didn’t have what it took to tell Mrs. Shaver to get out of the kitchen.
Betty could clearly be a top sergeant on occasions like the smorgasbord when
efficiency required it, but those who knew her also comment on her talent, her
sense of humor, and her gentle spirit. She and Father Phil had an understanding.
The Episcopal Church does not usually have weddings during Advent and
especially not during Lent, but she made Phil promise that if she found somebody
to marry, he would marry them even if it were Good Friday.
The rector remembers the occasion when he asked her to be Christ Church’s
first female senior warden. She did not think of herself as a trailblazer, though
she was, and she took a long time to ponder and pray about it before agreeing.
Phil says she did an outstanding job. Several parishioners remember the special
relationship she developed with Eddie McKeon who was a teenager when she
died in 1978. When Eddie heard she was seriously ill with cancer, her took her a
teddy bear he had won at the fair. She was buried with it. Eddie and his brothers
were acolytes at her funeral. When it was over, they took their vestments and
went all the way to Anderson, South Carolina, to be there at the cemetery.
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Betty Watson was much missed, but the life of the parish had to go on. After
smorgasbord was discontinued, a booth at the Stanly County Fair became the
church’s big fund-raising event. Dewey Preslar’s is the name most associated with
this project. In 1980 he took a week off work to run it, though he had help from
many other people. Mrs. Shaver raised a laugh at the church’s 90th anniversary
celebration when she asked, “Those people who worked at the fair, would you
mind holding your feet up?” She remembers Dewey standing on his feet for
thirteen or fourteen hours at a time. One evening she figured he could use a little
pick-me-up, so she went home and poured Coke out of a Coca-Cola bottle and
replaced it with rum. She took it to the fair and told Dewey she had brought him a
Coca-Cola. Mrs. Shaver also remembers overhearing a man at the fair say he
couldn’t pay for the food he wanted to order at the food booth that day but would
pay later if it was all right. She was very proud when he was told that it was okay.

Christ Church Fair Booth

Christ Church no longer runs a
booth at the fair, but it has
undertaken another annual project,
a madrigal dinner early in
December. This nets less money
than the smorgasbord and fair
booths, but it is fun and quite
popular in the community The first
was held in 1984. 1986 and 1987
saw a temporary hiatus, but one was
staged again in 1988, and plans are
being made for 1989. An attempt is
made to recreate the atmosphere of
an Elizabethan Christmas feast.
Singers dressed in Elizabethan
costume sing carols and madrigals
from that era.

Madrigal Dinner (left to right): Margaret Wallace,
Gena Poovey, Jane Scheer, Anne Byrum, Juanita Kruse,
Beth Irvin, Barbara Ward, Joe Giglio, Father Phil
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The parish house is turned into a medieval castle complete with serving wenches
and jesters. The lord of the manor, in full costume, greets the guests and asks
them to toast the queen in wassail, and the traditional boar’s head is paraded
through the great hall to a trumpet fanfare, followed by a roast beef dinner. This
production requires months of planning and rehearsing from the parishioners,
but it is met with an enthusiastic response. The three or four performances each
year have all been sell-outs or nearly so.
Another way the whole parish has organized to raise money has been through
parish auctions. The idea seems to have originated with a garage and white
elephant sale in June 1973, followed in May 1974, by a parish auction. By 1978
the event had become an auction and barbecue, and in 1984 it became the “fall
potpourri,” featuring a craft and gift item sale as well as auction and barbecue.
The event netted over $7,000 that year. More recently the craft sale has been
dropped, but the fall barbecue and auction continue. Usually the barbecue has
been pork. Most parishioners prefer not to remember the 1988 chicken barbecue
when the grill kept going out and somebody had to tell diners that their meal
might be an hour or two late!

Flea Market Founders (left to right)
Anne Byrum, Joan Giglio,
Judy Mudge, Helen Harris

Parish Hall Flea Market

These are only a few of the creative ways Christ Church parishioners have
organized to raise money. For a number of years in the ‘70s the parish provided
flea market facilities for the local citizenry on the first Saturday in each month. In
1969 the choir sponsored square dances to benefit the organ fund and held one
again in 1972 to help purchase badly needed choir vestments. In 1975 the parish
ran a booth at “Day in the Park,” sponsored by the Stanly County Arts Guild, and
in 1989 Jeff Covington organized a spaghetti dinner to raise money for the
handicapped ramp.
Individuals have also donated their talents to raise money for the church. The
parish newsletter contained this notice in 1979: “If anyone would like a painting,
of any size, or subject, Helen Comber will be willing to do it at a most reasonable
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price, with all profit going to benefit the church.” A 1980 entry offers note cards
with a sketch of Christ Church on them, available from Helen Comber, and a 1985
newsletter mentions that, “The beauty of our lovely Christ Church has been
captured forever in a charcoal drawing by Jim Harris. These prints are for sale for
$10.00 each. Proceeds will go to the Building Fund (Parish House expansion). ...“
More recently the same print has been made available on note cards. And, of
course, there are Mrs. Laura Reavis’ beautiful quilts, periodically raffled to raise
money for church projects. Mrs. Reavis is the mother of Jean Ritchie.
No history of fund-raisers in the last twenty years would be complete without
an account of the Episcopal Churchwomen’s efforts. These have included the sale
of a second cookbook, Song of the Kettle, II, and a 1988 gift-wrap sale. In order to
benefit the building fund, ECW sponsored an evening at the Montgomery
Country Club in 1982 called “Fashions and Basic Wardrobe Planning” and in
1985 catered a mini-madrigal for the Home Extension Club of the county.
Through most of the ‘80s, the Churchwomen have also run a food booth
downtown at Mayfest with proceeds going sometimes to the parish and
sometimes to various outreach ministries.
The past twenty years have found the ECW active on a local level, but few
Albemarle women have been involved on the convocation or diocesan levels.
Dottie Glore did serve as Chairman of the Southwest Convocation in 1978-79 and
1979-80. The Christ Church ECW hosted the fall meeting of the Southwest
Convocation in 1982 and the spring meeting of the Charlotte and Sandhills
Convocations in 1988.
The Episcopal Young Churchmen have sometimes been very active and less so
at other times. 1972 seems to have been a particularly busy year. Jean and
Crenshaw Thompson invited the young people to build an outdoor chapel on
their property for use by the parish as a retreat site and a place for special
services. The EYC picked the spot, cleared the underbrush, and landscaped it,
with some help from the adults. One parishioner’s memories of the chapel
include “hard work, good fellowship and awe-inspiring picnics.” The parish has
not used the site since the Thompsons
moved away in 1973. The Young
Churchmen have also participated, over
the years, in a number of work retreats
at the Conference Center. They have
sponsored a bingo, a salad bar, a car
wash, and other work projects to raise
money, some of which they donated to
the building fund. In 1987, under the
direction of Joan Giglio, they put on a
delightful production of “The Best
School -(left to right) David Aycock, Cindy
Christmas Pageant Ever,” which Sunday
Hill, Mark Scrimgeour, Joan Giglio, Jo Ann Giglio
brought in more than $100 worth of
food and cash for the Food Pantry (a ministry that originated at Christ Church to
provide food for the hungry). They have also been active in the community. In
1982 they participated in the Thanksgiving project of Teenagers with Alterna-
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tives, which filled the Food Pantry to overflowing, and they have continued their
long participation in the Stanly County Youth Breakfasts.
Both the EYC and ECW have played an important part in Christian education
in the parish. All of the programs sponsored by the ECW, for example, cannot
possibly be mentioned, but one of the more ambitious was a Marriage
Enrichment Weekend held in 1974. Another effort at adult education was a parish
mission dealing with the subject of “personal religion” held in 1973. Sister Jean of
the Order of Saint Helena came from a convent in Augusta, Georgia, to lead it. It
lasted three days. This was at the beginning of Lent, and Lenten studies of
various kinds have played an important part in adult Christian education.
The usual Sunday School classes for adults and children have been conducted
over the years, some years with more success than others. Too many parishioners
have given faithful service as teachers for all to be included, but Anne Byrum and
Jim Harris deserve mention as their names have appeared on the teachers list
year after year. Occasionally an effort has been made to do something a bit
different as during Advent in 1984 when, instead of regular Sunday School
classes, the parish held an Advent Event. This was “intergenerational, with 6
groups for all ages (kindergarten and up), doing special ‘Advent things’ such as—
making a parish Advent Calendar, an Advent Wreath, an Advent Capsule, a Jesse
Tree, writing a commentary on ‘O Come, Emanuel” and a creative writing group
to do an Advent prayer or poem.”
Vacation Bible School was
revived in 1970 and has been
in session almost every
summer since. Usually the
traditional weekday morning
schedule has been followed,
but
there
have
been
variations. In 1974 it was held
in the evening, and adults
attended as well as children.
There was a special class for
preschool children, but all
other age groups were mixed
together in classes for the
usual crafts, music, study,
recreation, and refreshments.
On the last of the five days, the
Bible School-1979
Feast of St. Mary the Virgin, a
supper was served followed by a Folk Mass. 1981 saw another Bible School for all
ages, as three family nights were held on Wednesday evenings in August. In order
to attract children with working parents, evenings were tried again in 1986,
though this time just for children. In 1985 and 1986 Sister Helena Marie, of the
Community of the Holy Spirit in New York City, was a welcome addition to the
Bible School staff. Work on the parish house made Bible School impracticable in
1987, and in 1988 and 1989 Christ Church joined with First Lutheran,
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Annunciation Roman Catholic, and Central United Methodist to sponsor Bible
School. Teachers and other helpers came from all four participating churches,
and both years the venture proved highly successful. There are no records of all
the people who have helped with Bible School over the years, but the newsletters
for the ‘80s do mention Rhonda Pollard as Bible School Director from 1982-84
and Nancy Gelien as director in 1985 and 1986.
Newsletters also mention a Vacation Church School for mentally retarded
children in Stanly County at least from 1969-1972. This was an ecumenical effort,
but in 1972 it was held at the parish house and taught by Anne Byrum, Marie
Chivington and Alice McKeon. Pat Hollins was also involved, though she was not
at that time an Episcopalian.
Bible School, Sunday School, study
groups, EYC, ECW, fund-raisers—all
provide opportunities for fellowship,
but recognizing the importance of
community,
Christ
Church
has
organized any number of events
primarily designed to promote it. Most
parishioners seem to agree that,
overall, these have been successful.
Several years ago, when a group
recorded their special memories of
Christ Church, opportunities for
fellowship and a sense of community
were high on many lists. One person
noted, “Everyone knows the Christ
Church Episcopalians have a good
time.” Another wrote, “Others see how
much strength Christ Church gives to
each other in time of need.” Sharing
fun, as well as work and worship, has
helped bind the congregation into a
caring community.

Sunday School (left to right) - Judith Mudge, Keith
Byrum, Claudia Ballenger, Christopher Johns

The Friday Nighters (or Niters) get-togethers for adults, begun in Paul
Morrison’s time, have continued sporadically to the present. These have been
held at the parish house and at people’s homes or other private places. They are
purely social gatherings, sometimes with a theme or purpose and sometimes not.
They allow adult parishioners to get to know one another outside of a church
setting.
Some social gatherings have been for specific groups within the parish. The
1970 parochial report lists a Men’s Breakfast Group with twelve members, and a
1985 newsletter invites the men of the parish to attend Lenten breakfasts every
Friday at Jabby’s, then a local restaurant. In the mid-80s a group of parishioners
created the Pee Dee Investment Club for men—followed shortly by the Women’s
Investment Club. Both groups meet at individuals’ homes. They conduct business
but are social gatherings as well.
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The mid-80s also saw the creation of foyer groups—an idea that is apparently
spreading in the Episcopal Church. Adult parishioners who wish to participate
allow their names to be placed in a hat (couples together), and those are
randomly drawn out to create a number of groups with from eight to twelve
members. Each group then meets once a month at different homes, with the
person whose home is being used that month choosing the menu and providing
the main dish while others bring the accessories. The idea is to keep the menu
simple and inexpensive so that everyone feels able to participate. Every six
months groups are reassigned. In this way large numbers of parishioners get to
come into each other’s homes and to know each other better. Diverse people who
might not otherwise seek each other out often find that they enjoy one another’s
company. Newcomers to the parish can be added to a group at any time,
providing them with an opportunity to make some friends quickly.
Sometimes going away together provides people with unique opportunities for
fellowship, as forty-six members and friends of Christ Church found when they
took a bus trip to Washington, D.C., in September, 1976. Besides touring the city,
they went to church on Sunday morning at the Washington National Cathedral.
The Archbishop of Canterbury delivered the sermon, and President Ford was in
the congregation. The highlight of the service for the Christ Church visitors came
when Father Phil, to his surprise, was asked if he would help serve communion.
Of course, he agreed!

Christ Church group at Valle Crucis

Parish retreats have provided another way for adults in the congregation to get
away together. One was held at the Terraces in Southern Pines in 1977.
Throughout the ‘80s a Valle Crucis weekend has been a fairly regular spring
event. Parishioners gather at the Episcopal retreat center in the mountains near
Boone for fun, study, and prayer. In 1983 one of the group was especially
enthusiastic in describing the experience in the newsletter:
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Meditations for this group were based on Saint Francis of Assisi’s
Peace Prayer. The uniqueness and concern of Father Phil for each of us
was never evidenced more lovingly than as he lead us step by step through
this meaningful prayer. Don’t ever doubt that there are many facets to be
explored in these few beautifully written lines.
It is really hard to express to others the joy, the understanding and the
love that is shared by those who enjoy ‘this time away together.’ To those
who feel it might be all work and no play, we say, ‘Come and join us—then
you will know!’
The breathtaking beauty of the valley nestled between the mountains
would surely speak to the most hardened heart of the wonders of God’s
creation.
Services of Compline, Morning and Evening Prayer, and Noon-Day
Prayer were fitting stepping-stones to the outdoor Eucharist on Sunday
morning as the lively wind and noisy mountain stream were vivid
reminders of that first Pentecost so many years ago. And to exchange the
Peace so personally with those who have struggled together to interpret
and understand their own pilgrimage is an experience that truly ‘passeth
all understanding.’

Marie Smith and Doris Gehring

Frances Harris and Stan Scheer

A Valle Crucis enthusiast who made the 1989 trip, and many before it, described
the lighter side of the weekend:
It’s all still there: the old Mission House, the long, steep walk up to the
dining room, the climb to Monk’s Falls, the view of the valley spotted with
cows, the mist rising from the mountains, and the night’s coolness
warmed by the crackling fire in the ‘primitive’ mission house parlor. And,
yes, there is still the fun of being together, lots of laughter, late-night
talks, and sing-alongs around the piano (who knows the words and few
know the tunes). But ‘What’s this Valle Crucis weekend really like?’ from a
layman’s point of view without Father Phil listening. Don’t be turned off
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by thinking this is only a time of solitude, prayer, quiet contemplation and
meditation. There is nothing quiet about this weekend. Sure, there is time
set aside to explore our common commitment as members of Christ
Church. Time for Vespers and noonday prayers. But it is also a time to be
away from home with our fellow parishioners, and a chance to get to know
one another in a way not possible on Sunday mornings. Yes, we spend
some collective time together, but we also have plenty of time to follow
individual interests—reading, napping, antiquing, golfing, sightseeing,
painting, walking. Can you imagine the delight of fluffy biscuits for
breakfast and the world’s best yeast rolls at all other meals! The good
meals prepared for us by others are certainly added attractions to this
weekend away from our usual bustling life. Makes you forget the lumpy
mattresses and bathroom bottlenecks.

Clearly these two people had a wonderful time at Valle Crucis and found true
community with fellow parishioners.
Common meals are always opportunities for fellowship, and Christ Church
parishioners have shared many. In the late ‘70s the congregation gathered on
Palm Sunday evening for a Passover Seder meal. Lent has usually begun with a
Shrove Tuesday pancake supper, complete with festive balloons and
entertainment—a storyteller, musician or magician. It has become something of a
tradition at Christ Church to gather the children after supper and have them help
hide the “Alleluia” banner, not to be brought out again until Easter. Many Lenten
seasons have been marked with weekly covered dish suppers or with Sunday
morning breakfasts designed, in part, to bring people who attend the 8:00 and
10:00 o’clock services together by having breakfast in between. These were
successful enough in 1989 that they are now held once a month all year round.
After Lent parishioners share in the Easter Eve Agape, enjoying together the
goodies many have given up for Lent.
Parish picnics have been
a regular June event over
the past twenty years.
Sometimes they have been
held on the church grounds
or at various other sites, but
most frequently they have
taken
place
at
the
Chivington’s Valley View
Farm. It is a beautiful place
and provides plenty of room
for games, horseback rides,
wagon
rides
for
the
children, fishing, and just
plain relaxing.

Parish Day 1989 (left to right) – Will Moore, Ellen Oettinger,
Kathleen Cook, Lynn Chivington, Mary Gilman
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